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Eagle-Picher Company
One of the largest producer? of lead, z inc and allied products, the Ear ' . . .

Picher Lead Company was Hillsboro's largest indr.stry for many years.
The Hillsboro p lant was bui l t by Lanyon Zinc Company in 1912 on la::;";

purchased from H. S. Hargrave and Frank H. Brown at the east edge , •
Hillsboro. In the early days of operat ion, the p lant produced slab zinc a:-..;':
su lphur ic acid.

In 1919, the plant was purchased by Eagle-Pkher. Zinc oxide furnac .-
were ins ta l led and. by 1923. slab zinc production was ended and zinc ox~- •.
became the principal product . Product ion of su lphu r i c acid was abando:'.-. \
in 1935.

The Hillsboro City-Cyclopedia publ ished in 1940 says, "The Hillsboro
plant is one of nine plants th roughout the country, and is the only plar.;
making zinc oxides, used mainly as a paint pigment. It is also used in the
r u b b e r indust ry for rubber p roduc t s , in ceramics for glazing a::c
enameling, and is one of the important ingredients in printing ink. The s i t e
covers 30 acres where the company maintains offices, storerooms, she'.:-
facil i t ies, in addi t ion to bui ldings housing raw materials, furnaces, bag
houses, packing houses, and a large warehouse u t i l ized for storage M
finished products. '

The directory also named the managers and officers a t that time (1940 •:
Plant manager John L. Good, assistant manager and cashier Harold Laws,
superintendent of furnace department Thomas Puliiam, superintendent of
oxide pack ing and sh ipp ing Chester G u t h r i e , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of
maintenance and construction Elmer Davis, plant engineer Fred S. Meek,
metallurgical work supervision Roy Simpson and Paul Hamilton.

Sherwin-Will iams Chemicals Division bought the plant from Eag 'e -
Picher November 24, 1980. and for seven monihs added personnel anc
increased production. The former Eagle-Picher Co. zinc oxide smelter, oncc-
a major employer of SO or more, hit rock bottom in late 1953, by which t ime
Sherwin-Williams had laid off everyone but two ofj ice employees.

The March 19, 19S4, Montgomery C o u n t y Xeu-s reported that the
Sherwin-Williams plant in Hiilsboro had been sold to T. L. Diamond and
Co. of New York City. The plant had been closed since June 30, 1982.

Morris Dodd of Hi l lsboro, acting as consul tant to Theodore "Ted"
Diamond, announced the sale local ly and said the p lan t would be known as
Eagle-Zinc Company of Hillsboro. a division of T. L. Diamond and Co.

An article in The Xeu'S July 24. 1987, reported, in part: 'Eagle Zinc Co..
one of Hillsboro s oldest indust r ies , is coming back. Today Eagle Zinc is
operated round the clock by 24 employees . P lant manager Art Mar te i
believes that the number will double in the next couple of years.

"Eagle-Zinc's product is now m e e t i n g the market demand for special
grades of 79.5 percent pure zinc oxide.
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"Customers lost during Sherwin-Wil l iams ' t h ree -yea r ownership have
:ven regained. A marke t ing strategy developed by Diamond and Allen Perl,
/ • unpany vice p res iden t sales, is f i n d i n g new cus tomers in rubber, pa in t ,
. / ramies and chemical industr ies .

P l an t managers t h r o u e h the vears have been R. M. Roosevel t . John
1 - o d . Paul H a m i l t o n . John Wade . Mor r i s Dodd, David K i n d e r , Oren

. b c k o r i i l . Wil l iam Vogel, E. J . Walsh , Lester Roemel in and Ar thu r Mar te l .
i- . A p r i l 19S9. Thomas A. Youngiess of Co lumbus . Ohio, succeeded Mar te l
i- o i a n t manager and said he is o p t i m i s t i c about the fu tu re of the zinc oxide
uruuess. The Hillsboro p lant was employing about 30 men at t h a t t ime .

Service awards have been presented to the following men for serving for
_" > ears or longer : II. C. G u t h r i e . Barlow Crum, A. E. Woodruf f , T. J.

. . ' . i a m . Or a D o u g h e r t y , S m i t h Horn back. L. S c h n e i d e w i n d . George
' . . - .kirk. C h a i m e r ' H i l l , ' O r v i h e Johnson. Ear l Isaacs . Otis Bovd. H. C.
- .u-ast . M. W. Harmer . Ralph Onus Sr.. A. D. Wygal. C. Scarsdale. Tonv

i .hv-issa. Fred Fugate , W. T/Boi ton , Waiter Obene. T. 0. Pickerili. Frank
'b 'nrown. E. F. Weaver, Thomas M. Brown. Russell A. Bost. Joe H. Fugate .
• ' rvil lo E. Seaton, Lloyd T. Ewick. Harold H. Laws. Elvis Hicks. 6. W.
,'. u f e l t e r , E. L. Kershaw, L. B. Bremer. Harold R. Lynch, Jess L. Carr. H.
i . Waleher .

A L S O . Raymond Laws. S t e w a r t Brauer . Mar t in Hayes. Harry Koors tz ,
- ' i - : - . D u n k i r k . Rober t Macbe th . A l l an Gu th r i e . Sam Wil l iams. James

' . - . - : ' . . Woodrow Lewey. William D. Hami l ton . George Stephenson. Eiwood
'• ' UbociruLT, Wihham Haven, Maurice \Vygal . Walter Dankosk.;. Wil l iam
V. :v>iey. William H. Shryock. Glenn Seaton. Edward Baugher. Sylvester
.-" . • . • . •ant , Edward Glenn. Shirley Dunk i rk , Melvin Beeler , Tony Dankoski .
' • . • • • . bony Durbin. Cl i f ford Huber . Michael Lyons, Milan Poznic . Lester

. •. : n o i i n . Wi l l i am Vo^el.
. \ i s \ Aldo Z a n n i , John B e n n e t t , Sam D o r l a q u e , Virgil Hicks. Harry

- ' • - • • : . Emory Moran. Edwin Renken , W. E. Thunhors t . Wayne White,
'". Cash , Char les Lohr. V e r n o n Washburn . L. X. Banchi . Ray L.

• -aw. Clarence Laurent . Carl Laurent . Earl Reckard. M. El. Harmer
•b ; \ . Fowler . Wi l l i am Clifford. James S i t t o n , Virgrfi \hncent. George

• • - r . es , John Dankoski. George Snyder, Alva Bailey. Luther White , Robert
" • • v - . R ichard Stout . Adolph Mikolasek. John K'eslar. James Lynn, M. A.

'• '-. \ " i c t o r Bradibrd and Mehan Gnnim.

TheStoiyofCoal
• ruuiy years. Montgomez-y County -i\-as a iearijng: coal-producing area

' " . - • u r s t m i n e was developed more than ICO years ago in Hi l i sboro .
~ . . • • • • . • . ' . development included mines in nearby Kor:kamp and Taylor

- " • p ' .us o t h e r s h a f t s a t X o k o m i s . C o a h o n . V.h ' t t , L i t c h f e l d .
' • ' • • - • • u.o and CoiTeen.
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